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Welcome to the sixth addition of the Godlewsky Farms and Greenhouses newsletter.  The purpose of these newsletters is to inform our loyal customers about tips for the upcoming season and events happening around the farm.  Spring is here and our greenhouses are full of all fabulous looking flowers.  We have everything: 


Perennials 


Annuals 


Variety of Hanging Baskets


Shrubs & Trees


Sod


Pavers, Wall Stone, Bulk Mulch, and Top Soil


And Much Much More!


Hours of Operation – Starting April 7th:


Monday to Saturday – 8 AM to 7 PM


Sunday – 10 AM to 6 PM


Visit www.GodlewskyFarms.com for more information.  For information on fund raiser programs email � HYPERLINK "mailto:wholesaleinfo@godlewskyfarms.com" ��wholesaleinfo@godlewskyfarms.com� 


     �  �














From our fields to your table, enjoy fresh produce every week.   Last year we had over 40 different types of vegetables for customers to enjoy.  Everything from Lettuce, tomatoes, and sweet corn to Swiss chard, cilantro, and kohlrabi.  Get fresh pick vegetables every week from Mid June to September which are grown following the Rutgers IPM program so pesticide usage is at a minimum and when used is typically organic (i.e., “Pesticide Free Vegetables”).   Every week you can get what is in season for one flat rate via our sampler package.  The sampler package is a combination of all the different vegetables that are in season.  It will feed a family of 4.   To help encourage diversification, club members share recipes via our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.godlewskyfarms.com/html/produce.html" ��http://www.godlewskyfarms.com/html/produce.html�.  To sign up go to our web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.godlewsky.farms" ��www.godlewsky.farms�) and download the sign up form from the produce page.
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The location of your vegetable and herb garden is critical to its success.  The best location is one that gets plenty of sun and has good drainage.  Ideally, you should have around 8 hours or more of sunlight a day, but if you only grow leafy vegetables (e.g., lettuce or spinach) you can make do with 5 hours. 


Once location is determined, it is recommended      that you grow vegetables that the family will truly enjoy.  Get your kids involved by making it their garden.  Make sure it is diverse providing short and long term rewards to the child.  For example, if you grow strawberries, you can plant them early and harvest them early while at the same time have pumpkins that you can harvest later.  Don’t forget to enjoy baking and eating the seeds, making pumpkin pie, or carving a jackal-lantern together. Other favorites for children are items they can harvest daily once they start to come in like cherry tomatoes, beans, and squash.  Alternatively, you could also grow vegetables that they will enjoy eaten raw or cooked like carrots.  Grow something like a Sunflower to show how such a small seed grows so quickly and produces such a tasty treat. 


For the more traditional garden it is recommended that you plan on having at least two plantings:  one for early spring and the other for a mid-summer planting.  For the first crop it is recommended that you start with items that can tolerate the cold like root crops (turnips, radishes, beets, onions, and carrots), spinach, lettuces (leaf, romaine, iceberg, and boston), endive, peas, broccoli, Swiss chard, collards, cabbage, leeks, celery, parsley, and herbs.  All of these vegetables you can start planting in April while vegetables you can start to plant in May are beans, celery, sweet corn, eggplant, and tomatoes.  For late May or June you can plant peppers, cucumbers, kale, pumpkins, squash, and watermelons.   In July you can put in you Brussels sprouts, cauliflower, and cabbage.  Remember to put taller vegetables to north side of the garden so they don’t shade the others (e.g., corn, kale, and sunflowers).  Also, ensure you leave enough space between items (follow the label) to allow for air flow and help ensure moisture doesn’t sit on the leaves.  For those with inadequate soil, short on space, or can’t have a traditional garden, other options are to either use raise beds or have a container garden.  Don’t forget to rotate your crops!  


Here at Godlewsky Farms and Greenhouses you can find a large selection of seedlings to transplant into your vegetable garden.  We recommend you come early to get those vegetables that can tolerate the cold (e.g., later April or early May) and then come again in late May to get those remaining vegetables that will round out your garden.  We also recommend that you visit the Rutgers Vegetable and Herb Gardening Fact Sheets & Bulletins for more information at � HYPERLINK "http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=42http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=42" ��http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=42http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=42�


Also, come to the farm during the summer and fall for fresh vegetables and cut flowers or visit our web site to join our pre-package produce club � HYPERLINK "http://www.godlewskyfarms.com" ��www.godlewskyfarms.com� 







































































Vegetable Gardens in the Northeast





















































Dianthus “Flower of the gods” 
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We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.godlewskyfarms.com" ��www.godlewskyfarms.com�
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There are many different varieties of Dianthus with the original ones dating back to ancient Greek and Roman times.  Here at Godlewsky Farms and Greenhouses we carry about a dozen different varieties.  Everything from the popular Sweet William (i.e., Sweet due to its fragrance and a name that was derived centuries ago from the French word “William” or flower and “Oiellet” or little eye) to the recently popular Floral Lace series which was created by crossing the Dianthus Chinensis, a prolific large flower, with the Dianthus barbatus, a cold hardy species.


Dianthus can grow in sun or partial shade; flowering from early spring and through out the summer.  Some varieties, such as the Sweet William, are a short-lived perennial or biennial, while other newer varieties are annuals.  Read the label to determine which are biennials.  Dianthus thrive in fertile, fast draining, and slightly alkaline (pH 6.75) soil.  Avoid over-watering because it may tend to turn the foliage yellow (i.e., for established plants a weekly watering is all that is needed unless the weather is extremely dry). These carefree plants need little maintenance; deadheading is not required for them to continue to bloom.  They should be planted 6 to 8 inches apart and at the same depth at which they were previously growing. The crown, or top of the root structure, must be level with the surface of the soil. (Never bury any part of the stems.) Unlike most other plants, Dianthus plants should not be mulched. They require good air circulation around the stems at all times and must be kept as free from foliage moisture as possible. For continued blooming feed lightly every 6 to 8 weeks with an all-purpose (10-10-10) liquid fertilizer.


Although pests and diseases are seldom much of an issue for Dianthus, keep an eye out for signs of aphids and red spider mites. Wash the latter off with a hard spray from the garden hose; prevent the former by providing enough space for good air circulation among the plants and, if necessary, treat with an insecticidal soap. When it comes to diseases, diligence is the best prevention. Plant in soil with good drainage, give plants sufficient spacing for air circulation, and immediately remove any plant parts or plants with signs of disease, such as watery stems (rot) or powdery coating on leaves (mildew).


Dianthus is an edible flower with a sweet clover like flavor.  However, it is recommended that you don’t eat the narrow base of the petals as they have a bitter taste.  For best flavor choose flowers that are at their peak (i.e., fully opened) and pick them in the cool of the day, after the dew has evaporated.  Because pollen can distract from the flavor and can cause an allergic reaction for some people, it's best to remove the pistils and stamens. 





Dianthus has been around and enjoyed for centuries.  It is truly the “Flower of the gods” (meaning Zeus; Jove, or Jupiter, to the Romans).  
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