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Welcome to the first addition of the Godlewsky Farm’s and Greenhouses newsletter.  The purpose of these newsletters is to inform our loyal customers about tips for the upcoming season and events happening around the farm. Christmas is just around the corner, our poinsettias are growing well and looking fabulous. We are sharpening our saws and clippers to harvest fresh greens to make wreaths, grave blankets, and many other fresh decorations.  Here is a list of some of the items we will have available in our Country Christmas greenhouse all for your shopping convenience protecting you from all the outside frigid weather along with our hours of operation and special events.


Poinsettias in numerous colors (e.g., Red, White, Pink, Burgundy, Marble, Speckled) 


Wreaths in 10”- 70”


Grave  Blankets and table center pieces in a variety of sizes


Fresh cut local Christmas Trees 


Special Events:


Pictures with Santa – Saturday Dec 2nd and 9th from 10 AM to 2 PM (Bring your camera)


Children’s Craft Days – Saturday Dec 2nd and 9th from 10 AM to 2 PM (Wreath Decorating and more)


Hours of Operation:


Monday to Saturday – 8 AM to 7 PM


Sunday – 9 AM to 6 PM


Visit www.GodlewskyFarms.com for more information.
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We have a large variety of Poinsettias ranging in colors of Red, White, Pink, Burgundy, Marble, speckled, and mixed with pot sizes of 4 ½” to 10”, hanging baskets, and poinsettia trees.  Poinsettias are an excellent flower to give your house that holiday ambiance or as a gift.  Here are some tips on how to ensure the poinsettias look perky and colorful:


Location: Poinsettias thrive on bright, sunny natural daylight.  Thus, their ideal spot is near a sunny window for 6 or more hours. 


Temperature: Keep them in temperatures between 65° to 70° F – if the temperature falls below 50° F they will experience a chilling injury.  Don’t place them by a cold draft or where there is fluctuating air currents (e.g., avoid excess heat and dry air from appliances, fireplaces, or ventilating ducts).


Soil Condition: Moist (Not too wet or too dry).  Water the poinsettia thoroughly when the soil surface feels dry to a light touch.  The best indication of a thorough watering is when the water begins to seep through the drain holes at the bottom of the inner pot. Be sure to discard any excess water, as poinsettias left sitting in water may suffer from permanent root-rot damage.


Rule of thumb – Never let it dry out, keep it moist to touch


Fertilize: Not required while in bloom, but 6-8 weeks after the holiday season you should use a balanced all-purpose household plant fertilizer at ½ strength to keep the foliage a rich green color and promote new growth.  Repeating every 6-8 weeks.


Are Poinsettias Poisonous?  No.  While the genus (Euphorbia) to which the poinsettia plant belongs does contain some highly toxic plants, the popular poinsettia itself is not toxic.  According to the POISINDEX information source - the primary resource used by the majority of poison control centers nationwide - a child who weighed 50 lbs. would have to eat over 500 poinsettia leaves to reach an even potentially toxic dose of compounds in the poinsettia plant.
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At Godlewsky Country Christmas greenhouse we have a large variety of hand made and decorated grave blankets in different shapes and sizes.  The traditional grave blankets have been around for years, and are made from live pine branches, pine cones, baby's breath, and ribbons or bows. History tells us they were used to decorate grave sites in the winter, when flowers were not available or too fragile to withstand the bitter cold. Traditional grave blankets are used in the late fall and winter and most popular during the Christmas season as means to remember your loved ones.  They are to the grave what the wreath is to the door.    




















At Godlewsky Country Christmas greenhouse we have a wide variety of hand made and uniquely  all natural decorated wreaths.  The custom of wreaths at Christmas is similar to that of Christmas trees.   For some it symbolizes the strength of life overcoming the forces of winter.   Back in ancient Rome, people used decorative wreaths as a sign of victory. Some believe that this is where the hanging of wreaths on doors came from.  Since these times, many wreaths have been made.   The traditional circular shape of the wreath represents god eternity (i.e., no beginning or end).  On the farm we carry wreaths of all different shapes (e.g., circular, heart shape), and sizes (e.g., 10” to 70” inches).  All our displayed indoors with holders available so you can hang them on your door, fence, etc.










































































Christmas Wreaths:    














Grave Blankets











At Godlewsky Country Christmas Greenhouse you will find several different varieties of fresh cut local Christmas trees ranging in sizes from 6 to 14 feet with two of the most popular being Douglas Fir and Fraser Fir.  The history of the Christmas tree starts with St Boniface bringing Christianity to Germany in the 7th Century.  St Boniface used the shape of the Fir tree, triangle, to describe the holy trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  The tradition of a fresh cut Christmas tree in the US started around 1747 in a German Moravian church settlement in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  Today there are 30 million real Christmas trees purchased each year.  


Christmas tree species can conveniently be divided into two basic groups: pines and the single-needle conifers. While there are many differences between the two groups, the easiest way to tell them apart is by the way the needles are attached to the branches. All pines used as Christmas trees have their needles attached to branches in groups of two or more; all of the single-needle conifers have their needles individually attached to the branches.  Which type to select is a matter of personal preference.   Two of the most popular types that we provide here at Godlewsky Country Christmas greenhouse are the Douglas Fir and Fraser Fir. 


Douglas Fir, Its ¾ to 1 ¼ inch long, flattened, soft, green to blue-green needles are attached individually around the twig and tend to radiate out in all directions. Douglas-fir foliage is soft with sharp point bullet-shaped buds.  It has a natural symmetry which allows for production of attractive trees with a wide range in density and it has a very good needle retention once cut.


Fraser fir, its ½ to 1 inch long flattened soft needles are attached individually and directly to the twigs.   The upper surface of Fraser fir needles is generally dark green with a visible groove down the center, while the lower surface is a lighter green with two silvery-white bands. The needles on the upper branches are somewhat pointed and tend to curl upward around the twigs in a U-shaped fashion, giving the branch a bottle-brush appearance, while the needles on the lower branches are more blunt and appear to extend out from the twigs from the sides, giving the lower branches a flattened appearance.  Among Fraser fir's strong attributes as a Christmas tree are its relatively strong branches to support decorations, and it is among the most aromatic of Christmas trees species, producing the balsam aroma commonly associated with the Christmas holiday.


General Tips for all types of cut Christmas Trees:


Measure the height and width of where you want to put it before you come


Determine if you need the tree to be perfect all the way around or flatter on a side to better fit by a wall (i.e., this will allow you to have more decorations on the side in view)


A tree is fresh when very few needles come off after you lightly grasp a branch of the tree and gently pull the branch.


It is recommended that the tree is freshly cut and that you place it in a bucket of water for a night or so prior to putting up so it absorbs as much water as possible.  Cut Christmas trees will absorb a surprising amount of water, particularly during the first week. A four-inch diameter trunk may use more than four quarts per day.


If the tree is to be kept for several days before being set up in the house, place it out of the direct sun and wind, perhaps on the north or east side of the house, behind some shrubbery, under an overhang, or in an unheated enclosed porch or garage. 


The lower the temperature and the higher the humidity, the longer a cut Christmas tree will last. If possible, turn down the temperature or close (at least partially) the heat vents in the room where the tree is located. If you have a humidifier, set it as high as feasible without causing condensation throughout the house.


Place the tree in a stand that is large enough and strong enough to hold a tree of its size. Be sure that the tree stand will hold an adequate amount of water (most would suggest a one- gallon minimum; more for large trees) and that it is replenished on a daily basis. Water is important because it prevents the needles from drying out, becoming brittle, and dropping off; the branches from drooping and then becoming brittle; and it keeps the tree fragrant.


Go to www.realchristmastrees.org and type in your ZIP code to find a recycling program near you.


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.christmastree.org/care.cfm" ��http://www.christmastree.org/care.cfm� for additional tips




































































Christmas Tree Selection and Care 





Caring for Poinsettias from page 1
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Christmas Tree Selection and Care from page 3























“Christmas trees will absorb a surprising amount of water.”





“We have a wide variety of hand made and uniquely all natural decorated wreaths”


“10 to 70 Inches”
































Please see Everyone on page 4

















Please see Christmas Tree Selection and Care on page 4























The St. Andrew Christmas Novena


There is a beautiful Christmas Novena that is to be started on November 30th, the Feast of St. Andrew, and to be ended on Christmas Eve. This Novena should be prayed 15 times each day for a family intention, or for an individual's own special favor requested. The Novena is:


"Hail, and blessed be the hour and the moment in which the Son of God was born, of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem in piercing cold.   In that hour, vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the merits of our Savior Jesus Christ and His most Blessed Mother. Amen."





Christmas Letters


An old Catholic custom is the writing of "Christmas Letters" by the children. These letters, addressed to the Child Jesus, are written or dictated by the little ones some time before Christmas. They contain their wishes concerning Christmas presents, petitions for various intentions, and a promise of sincere effort to please Our Lord in preparation for Christmas. When they go to bed, the children put their letters on the windowsill, from where "angels" take them during the night to bring them to the Child Jesus in heaven.   This charming custom helps the parents to impress on the minds of their little ones the true meaning of Christmas.  





Advent Wreath


The advent wreath is a great way to get the whole family involved in preparing for Christmas with several different types of hand made wreathes available at Godlewsky Farms and Greenhouses.  The wreath is meant to represent God's eternity. The purple candles are for divine innocents and symbolize faithful expectation and the rose or pink candle symbolizes joy and hope.  There are 4 candles which represent the 4 weeks before Christmas.  1st Week’s candle is often called the prophet's candle.  2nd Week’s candle is generally called the Bethlehem candle.  3rd Week’s candle is the rose or unique color candle is the shepherds' candle, and the 4th week’s candle is the angels' candle, symbolizing their peace and the message of good news that they offer.  Advent starts on Sunday Dec 3rd  this year.   See � HYPERLINK "http://www.sspx.ca/Angelus/1990_November/Advent_Wreath.htm" ��http://www.sspx.ca/Angelus/1990_November/Advent_Wreath.htm� for typical prayers the family can use during Advent.





Thank you and God Bless – J.M.J.


See you at the farm.
























































Advent Customs:
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Please see Elements on page 6





































































































We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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Godlewsky Farms & Greenhouse 


Country Christmas Shop


Open Nov 18 to Dec 22











We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


www.godlewskyfarms.com





Godlewsky Farms &
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On Alphano Road


Great Meadows NJ 07838





(908) 637-4927
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